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INTRODUCTION 



There have been succensful six-week courses in 
scientific Russian on the college level. It is the belief 
of this writer that a meaningful course in scientific and 
technical Russian can be offered in nine weekb on the high 
school level for highly motivated science-oriented students* 

There appears to be a fine opportunity for applica1;ion 
of the sound principles of individualized instruction, for 
this course deals with a skill suited more to individual 
work than team effort. — the skill of translation. 

The philosophical approach to this course must be one 
which requires the audio- lingually oriented teacher to 
become flexible. Reference skills are to bu taught with 
minimum emphasis on total communication skills. 

This then is a valid experiment for the secondary 
schools, requiring flexibility on the part of the teacher, 
but offering individualized instruction in an area which 
continues to grow — that of translation of Russian 
scientific and technical materials* 
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COURSE DESCRIPTION 



This quln is designed to teach basic terminology and 
structure which will allow the student, with the help of a 
good dictionary, to translate scientific material. It is 
NOT a course for those interested in purely the spoken 
language so much as a course for those who anticipate the 
need of a reading knowledge of Russian. 

Prior to this course, the learner must control the 
sound rystem of the language, and be thoroughly familiar 
with the printed alphabet. Successful completion of quin 
course #75^3. 01 or the equivalent will be a prerequisite, 
and any more advanced courses will contribute to the 
success of the learner. 
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BROAD GOALS AND PERPORMANCE OBJECTIVES 



Uiven an article or paseage in Russian from an area of 
science or technology familiar to the learner, a dictionary 
and a grammar summary or grammar text, the learner will 
comprehend the intent of that article or passage. 

1. This course is noj designed as an oral language course, 
therefore the skills of listening ant speaking are dealt 
with minimally. Sixty per-cent accuracy in these areas 
will aid the learner in learning future skills, hut need 
not be considered a prerequisite. 

a. LISTENING? The learner according to his level 
of maturity and achievement will identify 
orally presented cognates by selecting 

a, b, or c, as the correct orally presented 
English equivalent. 

b. SPEAKINGi The learner according to his level 
of maturity and achievement will imitate 
orally presented cognates or words from the 
high-frequency list. 

2. Oral reading too should be considered as an aid to 

future learning and a sixty per-cent minimal accuracy 
level will be sufficent. 

Given a list of printed Russian scientific 
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or technical cognates, or terms from the high 
frequency word list, the learner will accurately 
read six of each ten attempted. 
Silent reading is the prime concern of the learner and 
therefore, the teacher of this quin, A minimal seventy 
to seventy-five per-cent accuracy level must be 
achieved for successful completion of the course 
objectives I the learner according to his level of 
maturity and achievement 

a. given a list of ten printed Russian scientific 
or technical cognates, or words from the high 
frequency word list, will accurately match seven 
printed English equivalents. 

b. given a list of ten unfamiliar printed Russian 

terms, in their basic foras, and a dictionary 
which includes those terms, will look up and 
identify the English aieaning of seven within 
time alloted* 

c. given a sentence in Russian which expresses 
statement of a familiar fact, and tx. o for 
reference, will answer English questions on 
that sentence in English, 

d. reading any fifty words from the high frequency 
word list, will, at the end of this course, 
identify at least thirty. 

Structure of Russian plays an important part in 
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filling gaps which occur between familiar content 
and cognates. For success » a minimal seventy per- 
cent accuracy level will be expected in the area of 
structural understanding. The learner, according to 
his level of maturity and achievement at the end of 
this course, 

a. given ten words not in their basic forms (i«e» 

other than nominative case, infinitive etc.), will 
utilize his understanding of. structure to 
recognize the term in its basic form from a 
printed list of these terms* 

b« given a list of unfamiliar Russian terms, not 

in their basic forms, will apply his understanding 
of structure to convert th« terms to thtir basic 
forms and identifies them correctly in English 
through a dictionary by properly translating 
seven of ten* 

c« given a sentence, paragraph or article (no more 
than 250 words) in scientific or technical Rus- 
sian, accurately will transcribe the material to 
English* Accuracy levels are as follows 1 
sentence - ninety per-centi paragraph - seventy- 
five per-centi 250 word article - seventy p«p-cent* 
Writing is another skill which requires minimal 
treatment in this course. It should be limited to 
the important ability to transcribe very accurately 
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printed Russian into printed characters or to 
Cyrillic script for reference usage. 

The learner according to his level of maturity 
and achievement will accurately transcribe 
into either printed Russian or Cyrillic script 
any printed Russian material with one-hundred 
per- cent accuracy. 

6. Attitudinally the learner should become aware of the 
Russian scientific method and its sometimes dogmatic 
rather than purely scientific approach. At the «ame 
time, Russian and Soviet scientific achievement must 
be recognized and appreciated if not in a cooperative 
world-scientific sense, at least in a "formidable 
opponant" sense « 

Attitude toward the Russian language is generally easy 
to predict for science-oriented students. The logic 
of the language is appealing to the science-minded, 
a* The student will learn to respect Russian and 
Soviet scientific achievement without regard 
for the social or political systems of the 
achievers. Respect will be shown in reports or 
discussionso 

b. The learner will demonstrate a positive attitude 
toward the Russian language by enrolling in 
future courses and by independent research. 
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COURSE CONTENT 



Pronunciation and Spelling Review (2 days) 
Utilization of technical and scientific cognates to 
A. achieve minimal spoken fluency* 
B* assure proper sound letter ^correspondence. 
C. begin familiarization of Russian endings for 

scientific terminlogy* 
General Introduction of Structure (3 days) 
A* The noun-adjective system 
B« The verb system 
C. Word order 
0« Use of the dictionary 
E. High frequency words 
BREAKDOWN I 

A. The noun-adjective system(5 days) 
1 • nouns 

a* gender and number 

b. declensions 

c« uses of cases 

d« absence of articles 
2« adjectives 

3« omission of the verb "to be" 

4* introduction of noun-adjective tables 



The verb system - part one (5 days) 

1* aspects and terises 

2. personal endings 

3* conjugations 

^« prefixes 

5« subject pronouns 

6« infinitive uses 

The verb system - part two (5 days) 

7* past tense 

a. the conditional 

b. infinitive if-clauses 
8. participles 

a* active and passive 

b, adjectival and adverbial 

Ct verbal nouns 
9« imperatives 
10. reflexive verbs 
Pronouns and word order (5 days) 
1 • pronouns 

a. dual nature 

b« personal and possessive 

0. prefixes 

d. interrogative and relative 

e. demonstrative 
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2, word order 
a* pronouns 

b« object— verb - subject 
c* separation of related parts 
D, Word building (5 days) 

!• deriving 

2. suffixes 

3« prefixes 

4. compounds 
E* Numbers (2 days) 

1 • cardinal 

2. ordinal 

3* collective 

^« punctuation 

5* time and age 
F* Application (remainder of course » 10-13 days) 

1« details on nouns 

2. details on prepositions 

3* details on adjectives 

^« details on verbs 



M 

ERIC 



EXPANSION OP MATERIALS 



George Condoyannis in his preface to the text for this 
quin suggests that it is designed to be used by science 
students and scientists alike. His simplified explanations 
suit it well to the bright high school student. 

While oral Russian cannot be ignored in this course, 
it is subordinate to the skill of reading. A minimum of time 
should be spent correcting pronunciation unless the meaning 
is totally lost in the weak pronunciation of an individual. 
Such a weak student might profit from The Russian Alphabet 
Series. , a Dade County Public Schools DIVISION OP INSTRUC- 
TION publication ( the series includes programmed materials 
and tapes). 

Dr. Condoyannis' exercises are self explanatory and 
excellent. Students should be encouraged to purchase the 
text, a dictionary and some form of abbreviated grammar 
summary. If the text is not to be purchased by the students, 
it is suggested that tables and charts be developed for 
future reference. 

In the latter part of this course there is time 
alloted for "details. It is felt that by translating 
actual passages of technical and scientific material, and 
thus encountering problems, explanation becomes more 
meaningful. To this end, the author suggests utilizing 
selections to be found in the reference texts listed . 
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An example of the type exercise intended is offered as 
an appendix to this outline. 

The High Frequency Word List may be assignrd on a 
daily memorization basis of approximately seven words 
to complete mastery of the list in the first six weeks 
of the course. 

Drills to familiarize the students with endings 
( ex. -Kwecxiitt ) may be handled orally at first, with the 
students listening to the Russian and translating chorally 
to English I 

EXAMPLE I Teacher — dKOAoruqecxMii 
Class — •♦BIOLOGICAL" 
Teacher — ncMxanorHwecEMli 
Class — PSYOHOLOGIOAL 
etc. 

A -^.ypical class session might be structured in 
this manneri 

Vocabulary drill on preassigned words - and quiz 
Exercises dealing with new material 
Remaining time to be spent in independent but 
supervised study. Note that this is not a time for 
the teacher to grade a stack of papers, but should be a 
time for active assistance to pupils. 
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SAMPLE EVALUATION 



U Listening and Speaking 

a. You will hear ten Russian words. After each 
you will hear three English words, a»b»and c« 
Indicate which word is the meaning of the Russian 
tern* 



1 


w 1% n fM A v\ 

KpaTep 


a* 


cracker 






b. 


crater 






c« 


radar 


2. 


paAHyc 


a* 


radius 






b. 


radio 






c« 


rod 


3. 


ccuiTHrpaii 


a* 


centigram 






b. 


telegram 






c« 


sounding 




iiejiJiojioaa 


a* 


celluloid 






b. 


cellulose 






c« 


cellular 



b. Imitate these words crallyi 

!• OKBaTOp 

2* Tepiioiietp 
3* (|)yHAayeKT 

5* UHAMxaTop 
etc* 
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2. Read the following list of words 
1 « fiaxyyii 

2. xaTQA 

3* Aaxe 
4* paAHO 

5« TO^IHO 

etc* 

3* a* Match column one to column two* 
I II 
1« opraHH3M a* one 

2« BOJUBT b, galvanometer 

3* rajibfiaHoiiaTp c« organism 

4« ^ac d. volt 

5* OAHH e« hour 

(list should contain ten each - Russian and English) 
b. Look up meanings of these words within a time 
limit of three minutes. Write the first meaning 
in English you find in the dictionary. 

1. TB^PAUtt 

2. cryoiaTbca 
3* paspejc^HHUii 
^» c<5jiMxeHHe 
5* iiacjiOMep 

6. uarxufi 

(maintain the ratio of two to one, or thirty 
seconds per w»rd) 
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c. Read this statement 

m 3Haeil, IJTO KMCJIOPOA HBJIHeTCa caioiM 

pacnpocTpaBeHHHM sjieMeaToii aa seMJie. 

1. About what elemen"; is this statement? 
2« Where is it widely spread? 

d. Identify these high frequency Russian words in 
English 

!• * 6, rojioBa 

3« « 8, can 

5, onaTb cTo 
( student should know thirty of fifty given) 
^« a. Match the oblique forms at the left to their 
basic forms at the righti 

1, HBJiHDTCH a# raa 

2, raaoB b. raaoBai! 
3« raaoBHx c. asjieHHe 
4. HBjreHMa d. aajiHTtca 
( at least ten per column) 

b. Look up and identify these terirs which do not 
appear in their basic formi 

1. B03a;yxe 3, cjioxhhx 

2. aeiiHyio i^, cboCahom 

(a time limit may be set - thirty seconds per word) 
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0. Translate this pao.ag. BtST COPT AWIUBU 

Mttccbi ;5flyx Te;i npuHHTo 

CWHTaTb paBHUMM 8CJIM OHM 

ypaBHoaeaiMBaDT J^pyr Apyra 
Ha puMaxHbix Bocax, 
Transcribe this passage with lOOfi accuracy 1 
Tax, HanpHuep, ecjiM nacca 
Tejia 2»5 Kr, to bbc ero 
MOXBO cqMTaTb pasHuu 2i5 
Kf; TeAo MaccoH b loor h secKr 
OKOJio lOOr. 

6. af b. One method for recording attitudes is a char^t 



NAME 


Shows - 
respect 
for Russ, 
scientif, 
ache! vein. 


r 

Language 
oriented 
research 


Language 
oriented 
LTeports 


Enrolled 
for 

another 
Russian 
course 


Outside 
use of 
scijntif . 
Russian* 


1. Smith » John 


3/21 


3/03 


V15 


4/28 


3/30 


2, Jones, Betty 






3/24 


4/28 
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rA3^ 

KaMGHHUti yrOJlL 3T0 OAMH M3 ochobux kctouhmkob 3Hep- 
ruM B coBpeMdUHott npOMLUu^euHOCTM. HO nocTeneuHO oh ycTy« 
naeT iiecTO rasy, raaoBas npoifumJieHHOCTb paaBUBaeTCR due- 
TpuMH TeunaMM* CTajiBHue Tpy6onpoBOAu CBJiauBaoT c rasoBUMu 
CKBasMuaMH Bc'6 6oJibmee whcjio ropoAOB* 

npupoAHbiK r&3 K nonyTHKit raa, KOTopuit AodusauT npH 
Ao6hme He$Tu, cjiyxax oqeHb BasHUM cupbSii ajih npousBOACTBa 
paaHOodpaaaux, HyxHLcc we;iOBexy Beqett. Faa, AOfifaiTuii na 
aeiuuix HBAPi aaHiiMaeT fiaxH&finiae. mbcto b coBpeiieHHOtt xvium* 
IleAapou yxe bo3huk TepiiMu — raaoxuiiHfl. 

raa ucnojibayeTCH b npoHaBOAcxBe aaoTHbix yAodpeiiaft. 

AaoTHue yAoOpeHua ua raaa baboc Aemesjia, ^eu Ka yrjia. 

OT^rO CBETMT JIAMIU ^ 

WaBecTHO JIM Ban, vto juo6oli iieTajiJiimecKMK npeAxeT mo- 
aceT AaBaTb cbct? fiflsi aioro HyxHO TOAbKO noAepxaib ero 
noAOJibme b orae. BoabiiMie xejoeaHutt npyi. Harpeaaacb b 
orue, OH nocTeneHHO HaKajuiTbca AoxpacHa* 

ECJiH 6u ua emji 6ojibme HaBajiK;iii npyi, or hb tSiiho- 
xpacHoro CTajn 6hi bhoh^bum, noToii cseTJio-KpacHuii, xSjitum 
H, HaKOHeu, 6ejiuii. Ajea Toro, tjTotiu xejieaHuit npyi AOBecTH 
AO dejioro RajieHHfl, nyxHa otzenb BucoRaa TeiinepaTypa - 1300 
rpaA;/coB* 

]/[ CBetia, H aACETpMtiecKaH, m raaoBaa, u KepocKHOBaa hjih 
KaKaa-Jiiido Apyraa jiaiina CBOTaT no ^oi^ xe npatiHHe, ^to h 
xejieaHUii npyi <— ot HaxajiHBaHHa* 

fi nJiaueHH cae^H mak Jiamm HocaTca, Kax nuAKHxa b coji- 
aeMBOM Jiyqe, pacKaA^asiue nacTu^KM yrJia* O^u^ho uu hx ae 
bhahu. Oaa cTaaoBaTca aayeTHUMM tojibko TorAa, RorAa caotia 
lAJiA Jiaima KonTai. KonoTb aau HenpaaTaa* Ho ecjia 6u aayTpn 
njiaMeaa ae Cujio xonoTM, aecropoBmux tiacTMq yrjia, to ae dujio 
TA apKoro CBeia* riJiaMa cnapra, aanpiiMep, b xoTopoM aei ae- 
cropeamax waciaq yrAa, ae kootht, aaio a cBeia nowia ae Aa^T. 
SanqaT, bc'4 aojio b aaxaJiSaHOM yrjie. Ho yroji aoxao aaxajia- 
BaTb a dea njiaueaM, aanpayep, aAexTpaqecKMii toxom. Tax a 
nocTynaji xaodpeTarejib nepaoti ajiexTpatiecxoti Jiaanowxa, npo- 
nycTHBfflaii tok wepea aaib aaxajiHBaaaa. npa nponycxaaaa Toxa 
BHTb pac K aj ia a i aob A o6eAa, a jiaMootixa Hatiaaajia caeTaTb. 

Pudel, N., ed. WE READ RUSSIAN Foreign Languages 
Publishing Housei Moscow i (ho* date), p.llOt 
2 Ibid, p. 97. 
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